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some difficulty in explaining his attitude to the Duke and
Duchess of York. Already on March 10, 1668, he had
written, " I am quite tired out with the continual duty I am
upon here having obtained no other rewards from the Duchess
but to be represented to the Duke as the very greatest enemy
he hath of all the Commissioners." l However, his reckless
outspokenness did not kill his favour.

Meanwhile the annals of John are even more scanty than
those of his father. Marlborough is, indeed, the last of the
great commanders about whose early life practically nothing
is recorded. That he was born in 1650, that he lived in his
grandmother's house for nine years, that he went with his
father to Dublin, that he attended St Paul's School, and that
he went to Court as page to the Duke of York at about the
age of sixteen and later entered the Army, sums the total of
our information. We know as much of the early years of
Alexander the Great, Hannibal, and Julius Caesar as we
do of this figure separated from us by scarcely a couple of
centuries. Thereafter we enter the periods of voluminous
biographies, and Frederick the Great, Wolfe, Clive, Napoleon,
Wellington, Lee, Jackson, Grant, Moltke, Marshals Foch and
Haig, and General Pershing offer us rich opportunities of
studying military genius in its dawn.

1 StoweMSS., 745, f. 10.
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